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Background and Family 


Qazi Bakhshish Ali Al-Ansari was born in Yusufpur, Ghazipur in the early 1800s, to Lutfe Ali 
Ansari. He was born into a family of great nobility, the Ansari family from the house of Yusufpur 
and grew up in a quite aristocratic environment since his family consisted of Zamindars and 
Qazis, who owned great lands within the countryside of eastern Awadh. 

He was a descendant of Khwaja Hameeduddin Qazi Yusuf Al-Ansari, the founder of Yusufpur in 
the 7th generation. His ancestor, Khawaja Mobin Abul-Hameed Saaduddin Zainuddin Ansari, 
had arrived in India 8 generations before him in 1526, accompanying the Mughal emperor 
Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur. 

His family originated in the city of Herat in eastern Afghanistan and descended from a famed 
Sufi scholar, Shaykh-ul Islam, Khawaja Abu Ismail Abdullah Al-Ansari, Al-Harawi, Al-Ayyubi, 
Al Najjri, also known as Pir-E-Herat. 

Descending from a house of bravery, wisdom and knowledge, it was only natural he would turn 


out to be the man he was. 
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The family tree of Qazi Bakhshish Ali Ansari 


Bakhshish Ali was a Qazi and Zamindar, he had owned lands in Bazidpur and was a Qazi of 
great esteem who had issued many Farmans. 


Below is an example of a Farman that was issued by him: 


“Allahu Akbar 


This Exalted order was issued to the effect that nobles, the pillars of the mighty 
kingdom, the trusted ministers of this vast empire, the Sadra, distributing awards and 
dispensing punishments, the Qazis discriminating between right and wrong, the 
Mutasaddis, in charge of the enforcement of this Farman, should clearly know that the 
Almighty has made the kings of this territories, made them the fountain of bounty and 
benevolence, authorized them to issue orders, deputed them at the head of believers, 
made them responsible for providing for his saints and destitute consequently the 
previous rulers have granted maintenance to the spiritual leaders (Aima i uzzam) 
amongst the male and female believers by way of charity to the extent they deserved, 
out of the land of God. considering the royal grants and prosperity of the group of 
pious people, a code of Muafi grants has been formulated. The imperial order, 
entailing a compliance, has been issued to the effect that grants of land to the pious 
people under the former and present valid royal orders without effecting any change 
after their death, shall be maintained to the heirs of the deceased, generation after 
generation, and if some of the heirs, have their own land or have received inheritance 
from any other source, they too, shall be deemed entitled to the land as co-sharers to 
the provision made for the deceased entitled to the land as co-sharers to the provision 
made for the deceased and if all the heirs posses land at some other place, it shall be 
treated as additional means and would not be interfered with. Should there arise any 
dispute amongst the heirs in the matter of maintenance, decisions shall be made in 
compliance with the abridged order specified below: If a man dies and owns certain 
land and his surviving heir is a grandson, that grandson shall be given the share of his 
father. 


As the Madad i Ma’ash is a concession, so, for such a concession, the exalted order is 
sufficient. If a man expires leaving behind a son and a daughter and the daughter has 
her husband or she inherits some property from her husband’s side, the whole of the 


land of the deceased shall be given to his son because his daughter has already a 
source of livelihood and if the daughter of the deceased is a widow, having no source of 
incomee and other women are also heirs, their maintenance shall be met out of the 
income of the land by the son of the former deceased. If a man dies and his aughter is 
left as an heir and other relations are also there,the whole of his land shall be given to 
the daughter of the deceased. And if a man dies leaving behind his wife, his land shall 
be left in her possession and she, as a life tenant, shall continue to hold the same and 
after her death, the land shall be given to the heirs of her husband and if the heirs of 
her husband are no more alive, the land shall be given to the heirs of the aforesaid 
woman. If a man dies leaving behind his mother or grandmother and other ladies and 
relations whose maintenance was a charge on him, the property left by him shall be 
divided amongst them according to the Muhammadan Code of Law (Mustabig i 
Shara’i i Sharif). 

When a man dies leaving behind his nephew or cousin as heir, his land shall be divided 
amongst them keeping in view the close and distant ties of relationship together with 
bars of inheritance. If a man dies without leaving behind a distant relation or common 
descendant, the land shall be requisitioned and shall be deemed as Imperial property 
(Bait ul mal). The sadrs, Qazis and the officials shall decide the disputes amongst the 
heirs of Madad I ma’ash grants in accordance with the above directions and the 
officials at present and in future shall realize no tax from them. The officials in charge 
of the revenue affairs shall treat the land of maintenance holders as free from all dues 
and demands.” 


Notes: This is the copy of the original farman bearing the seal of the Qazi for attestation affixed at the top 
of the document. The name of the Qazi has been inscribed as “Qazi Bakhshish Ali” Khadim shar I Jali, 
1217AH 


- 
¥, 


| Baye Z 
| Woe pre A» ar ’ 
ae pe: Pers, hs ey. 


: SH 
a aoe lat ifdy os . 


*¢ > f 


The Original Farman of Qazi Bakhshish Ali Ansari 


Bakhshish Ali, The Scribe 


An unknown fact that has almost been lost within the folds of history is the fact that Qazi 
Bakhshish Ali Sahib was the personal scribe to the influential Sufi saint of the time, Warith Ali 
Shah. 

Some individuals claimed that they had been made the Khalifa of Warith Ali Shah and would 
thus be his successors.4 Another group maintained that they had been deputed to look after 
Warith ‘Ali’s grave once he had died. 

When one news (rumour) after the other reached Warith ‘Ali Shah then he disliked the 
selfishness of his disciples and he said to Qazi Bakhshish ‘Ali Sahib: "Bring paper, pen and ink." 
Qazi Sahib came at once with the writing materials and Warith said: "Write: My destination is 
love. The person who claims the right of succession he is a liar. ..." 

Ibid., p. 384. 


Waris Ali Shah, the Sufi Saint 
1817-1905 


Bakhshish the Rebel 


During the Jihad rebellion of 1857, led by Badshah Bahadur Shah Zafar of the Mughal Empire 
against the British. Bakhshish Ali Ansari Yusufpuri did not just stand idly by. He was a close ally of the 
king and would report to him after every victory. 

Bakhshish Ali was also a close ally of the Rani of Jhansi and a close aide to her as well, 
accompanying her in her battles. 

Bakhshish Ali Ansari is also said to have ordered the execution of Major Skeene of the British 
Empire, 

“On 21 August 1857, the deputy collector wrote that the Indian sepoys of 12th and 14th Irregular 
cavalries were concocted into mutiny by “bigoted Mussulmans of Delhi, who were considered the ring 
leaders” through weeks of ‘nocturnal meetings’ at the cantonment. The official inquiry set up by the 
British government named Bakhshish Ali, as the leader who initiated the mutiny among sepoys in Jhansi. 
The reports read, “Buxish Ali (Bakhshish Ali), was the principal leader; he was concerned in the murder 
of the Officers”. As a medal for his patriotic services an award of Rs. 2000 was announced to provide the 


whereabouts of Bakhshish Ali.” 
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The letter in Farsi, sent by Bakhshish Ali to King Bahadur Shah Zafar in 


Delhi, informing him of his victory 


